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During my military
career I grew accus tomed
to the routine of leaving
an assignment at least
every three years. While
it was difficult to leave
friends and colleagues,
it was also part of the
tradition and I accepted
it. As I leave the
Department of Roads
and Nebraska, this is a

much more difficult task for me. These have been
the best ten years of my life. I have never been
prouder of any group of people, to include our
many partners, in my entire life.

What follows is a short list of some final
thoughts I will take with me and extend for
your consideration.

1. Do work that you love and be passionate about
it. Everything else (expertise, performance, pay,
position, opportunities, happiness, etc.) will
naturally flow from that. 

2. Maintain your relationships, professional and
personal. We are by our nature social beings and
these relationships serve to sustain and nurture
us. (Remember that “it is all about people.”)

3. Follow the “Golden Rule” (treat others how you
would like to be treated). The world would be a
better place if everyone followed this simple rule.

4. Stay safe and healthy. Literally, if you have your
health you have everything.  

All the best to everyone. Keep up the great work. 

Godspeed,

John Craig

Final Thoughts

John L. Craig



Kelly Doyle is the new
District 7 Operations and
Maintenance Manager for
the Nebraska Department
of Roads. District 7 includes
Chase, Dundy, Franklin,
Frontier, Furnas, Gosper,
Harlan, Hayes, Hitchcock,
Kearney, Phelps, Perkins
and Red Willow counties.
Doyle replaces Larry
Peterson, who will retire
in July after 48 years of
service, 20 years as the
District’s Operations and
Maintenance Manager. 

Doyle has worked at
NDOR for 22 years. He
started as a Temporary
Engineering Aide in
McCook. From March 1985
to May 1987, he was a
Surveyor/Draftsman for
Charles Wright Engineering/
Miller & Associates in McCook. Doyle
returned to NDOR in May 1987 as a
Senior Engineering Aide and has
worked there ever since, serving in a
variety of capacities, including Project
Manager for the past 12 years.

Born and raised in McCook, Doyle
graduated from McCook High School
in 1982. He has six siblings, all who

live within a 60-mile
radius of McCook.  

Doyle said he has
enjoyed working
alongside some of the
most knowledgeable,
hardworking, dedicated
people an organization
has to offer. He looks
forward to the
opportunity to serve in
this new capacity.

In discussing goals he
would like to achieve in
his new position, Doyle
noted, “My priority goal
is to provide a safe and
enjoyable work environ -
ment, and to provide
necessary tools to enable
our employees to be the
best they can be. I also
would like to continue to

see proactive maintenance of our
established infrastructure.” 

Doyle said he wants to be on the
frontline in getting things done and
believes that if you are going to
spend the time and resources to do
something, you need to take the time
to do it right. He is a firm believer that
safety is the most important goal.  “We
as NDOR employees are responsible

for providing the safest and most
reliable form of transpor tation possible.
Not only is this important for the
motoring public, but is of utmost
importance for the people providing
this service.”

Doyle and his wife, Karen, have
been married for 26 years. They have
one daughter, Makayla, and two
granddaughters, Kaydence, 5, and
Alexis, 1. In his spare time, Doyle
enjoys spending time with his family,
hunting, billiards and cue building.

Larry Peterson Retires

Larry Peterson started working at
NDOR on May 29, 1961 in McCook
as a heavy equipment operator. He
moved to Imperial in 1965 and became
Patrol Foreman. In July 1971, the job
title changed to Maintenance Foreman.
In May 1978, the job title changed
again to Highway Mainte nance
Supervisor. In March 1989, Peterson
was promoted to Highway Mainte -
nance Super intendent, at District 7
headquarters in McCook. In 1996, he
was promoted to District Maintenance
Superintendent. That job title changed
to District Operations & Maintenance
Manager in May 2005.  On July 2, 2009,
Peterson will retire after working 48
years at the Roads Department. ◆
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Kelly Doyle

Larry Peterson

Doyle Named New District 7 

Operations & Maintenance Manager

No Margin for Error!

Highway Work Zone Safety
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By Bobbi Olson
Traffic Engineering Division

Have you ever tried teaching a teenager how to
drive and wondered what in the world is going on
in their head?  

Have you wondered how airbags work to save
lives, without the trauma of going through a
firsthand crash experience?  

Can you walk past 52 traffic cones individualized
with the names of NDOR employees who have lost
their lives due to work-time accidents and not think
of their sacrifices?

These are just a few of the questions that were
answered for highway safety advocates from across
the state at the Nebraska Highway Safety Summit
in Kearney on April 8. The Interagency Safety
Committee (IASC), of which the Nebraska
Department of Roads is a member, hosted the fifth
safety summit focusing on the five Critical Emphasis
Areas identified in the 2007-2011 Nebraska Strategic
Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). Those emphasis areas
are occupant restraint, impaired driving, younger
drivers, intersection and lane departure crashes.  

The theme for the event was “Toward Zero Deaths.”
In developing the SHSP in 2006, the IASC set an aggressive
goal to reduce Nebraska’s traffic fatality rate from 1.6
fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles (MVM) in 2003 to
1.0 fatality per 100 MVM by 2011. In 2008, the fatality rate
dropped to 1.08 fatalities, essentially meeting that goal.

What those numbers translate to are 80 fewer fatalities
in 2008 than in 2003. Since no fatality is acceptable, the
IASC recently revised the goal to add “toward zero deaths”
by 2011.  

Speakers for the day, and their topics, included:
� Karen Schurr, lecturer at University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Civil Engineer ing Department and researcher at the
Nebraska Transportation Center, on roundabouts to
address intersection safety; 

� Karen Williams with
the Williams Group of
Denison, Texas, on how brain
development and alcohol
affect teenage drivers; 

� Dave Long of North
Memorial Hospital in
Minneapolis, known as
the “Airbag Detective,”
on airbag technology and
safety concerns for EMS
responders;

� Bill Warner with the
Oregon Department of
Transportation, on Drivers
Education and graduated
licensing; and

� Marty Conboy of the Omaha
City Prosecutor’s Office, on
counter measures for
reducing DUI offenses. 

Nebraska Highway Safety Summit

Tackles Critical Questions

Photos by Jay Bailey

The State Patrol’s Seatbelt Convincer gave buckled-up volunteers an opportunity
to feel the impact of a 5 mph crash.

Fred Zwonechek (Nebraska Office of Highway Safety), Sally Ganem (First Lady of Nebraska)  and Simera
Reynolds (MADD) use displays like the Cooper Racing IMCA modified racing car in MADD’s Race Against
Drugs campaign to address impaired driving and younger drivers.

(cont’d. on page 5)
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This year, attendees received an
opportunity to view or participate in
a variety of safety demonstrations.
The Nebraska State Patrol’s rollover
equipment demonstrated what
happens in a rollover accident when
occupants are restrained and
unrestrained. Volunteers were
strapped into a “Seatbelt Convincer”
to feel the impact of a 5 mph crash.
Central Community College’s mobile

simulator unit gave participants an
opportunity to feel what it is like to
be behind the wheel of a semi, a fire
truck, and other vehicles including a
snowplow. The flashy Cooper Racing
race car, a partner in the MADD Race
Against Drugs, was offered as an
education tool to educate youth and
the public on the dangers of drugs,
alcohol and impaired driving. 

A ceremony at the noon luncheon
recognized the fifteen winners of the

first annual Governor’s Transportation
Safety Challenge awards. Winners
from the 4 E’s – enforcement,
engineering, education and emergency
were selected based on projects/
programs done in 2008 addressing
the five Critical Emphasis Areas.  

For more information on the
Highway Safety Summit, visit:
http://www.transportation.nebraska.
gov/safetysummit/. ◆

Safety Summit (cont’d.)

The Scottsbluff/Gering Chamber
of Commerce hosted the first annual
career day for the local high schools
on March 31. The focus of the
Business and Industry Tour was to
inform students about options for
those who are not college bound.  

Sophomores and juniors who
attended this event could choose to
visit businesses in either the health
career field or the local area trade
field. The construction/trade portion
included tours of these businesses:
Oregon Trail Plumbing & Heating,
Heggem Construction, and District 5
Nebraska Department of Roads.  

District 5 hosted the last stop of the
day for the trade portion of the tour.
Doug Hoevet, District 5 Construction
Engineer, presented a slide show,
highlighting what NDOR has to offer
future employees. The presentation
informed students of various jobs
available within the district, including
requirements, pay, and benefits for
those positions. Hoevet explained
what classes would be important to
help them get a job in maintenance or
construction, and the responsibilities
and duties for the jobs in each area.  

After the presentation, students
were given a tour of the District 5
offices and shop areas. Martin Gillen,
Highway Construction Technician III,
and Maryanne Jacobs, Engineer II,
discussed the overall highway

construction process. They showed
various computer applications of
MicroStation, displayed and explained
plan sheets, and demonstrated several
survey instruments, including Total
Stations and GPS equipment.  

The students then took a tour of
the truck bay where a variety of
snowplow trucks, a paint truck, an
Oshkosh snow blower, and graders
were presented. John Lutz, Chadron
Highway Maintenance Supervisor,
and Mindy Whiteley, Staff Assistant,

explained the different types of
equipment and their functions.
Students were encouraged to explore
the trucks and asked questions
about the different functions. 

District 5 was pleased to be a part
of this tour. Students had a brief
introduction to the responsibilities
that District 5 employees experience
on a daily basis. Employees
participating in the tour may
inspire these students to consider
employment with the NDOR. ◆

Scottsbluff/Gering High School

Students Explore Future Options

Photo by Don Hull, District ROW Permit Officer

Scottsbluff/Gering area high school students toured the truck bay at NDOR’s District 5
headquarters during the Business and Industry Tour on March 31.

http://www.transportation.nebraska.gov/safetysummit/


6 Roadrunner � June/July 2009

“Everybody in World War II…

It was just something that had

to be done. We went and did it,

no fanfare about it.” 

This comment by former U.S. Naval
Reserve Lieutenant John R. Doyle,
reflected the viewpoint of most
who fought in WWII. The “Greatest
Generation,” as they’ve been penned,
felt it was their duty and honor to
serve their country in a time of war. 

Sixty years later, in May of 2004, the
WWII Memorial on the National Mall
in Washington, D.C. was completed.
By this time, the youngest veterans of
this war were 80 years of age and the
oldest were well into their 90s. Most
had given up hope of ever visiting
the memorial that was specifically
created to honor their service.  

Overwhelming Response

With this in mind, Earl Morse,
retired Air Force Captain from Ohio,
conceived the Honor Flight program
to honor WWII veterans by taking
them on flights to see the WWII
Memorial during a one-day trip at
no cost to them. The program began
to expand nationally in late 2006,
and the first Heartland Honor Flight
from Nebraska was on May 21, 2008.
The flight was organized by Bill and
Evonne Williams, of Omaha, after
he read about flights taking place
on the east coast. The overwhelming
response by Nebraska veterans
resulted in additional flights, with
the seventh, and final, Heartland
Honor Flight taking place on 
April 24, 2009.

Kelly Sieb, Project
Cost Estimator in
NDOR’s Construction
Division, had been
working at Lincoln’s
1400 KLIN radio station
when he heard about
the Honor Flights. He
went to the station’s
program director with
the idea of shadowing
one of the veterans on
the next (fourth) Honor
Flight and producing a
feature about the
experience. This would
also serve to promote
the Honor Flights and
generate interest for
future donations, since
the flights were
privately funded. The
director liked the idea
and told him to call Bill
Williams for a list of
names on the flight.
John Doyle was among
26 local WWII veterans
Sieb contacted who
were scheduled to go

on the flight. Doyle, who was a Navy
carrier pilot on the U.S.S. Ticonderoga,
is a retired Lincoln attorney, married
60 years to his wife, Barbara. He
agreed to be interviewed for the
feature, sharing his compelling story
during a pre-flight interview.  

Compelling Story

Doyle’s plane was shot down by the
Japanese during a bombing run in the
Pacific near the Philippine Islands. He
spent 70 days in the jungle evading
capture by the Japanese and survived
other close calls not mentioned in the
feature. Doyle’s story echoed
countless others who served during
WWII but were not eager to talk about
their experiences, preferring to keep to
themselves and get on with their lives.
The Honor Flights were the first time
many of them opened up about their
war experiences since they served
over 60 years ago.

Sieb accompanied Doyle and 150
other veterans, as well as volunteers,
guardians, doctors and media
members for a pre-flight dinner at the
Omaha Holiday Inn the night before
the scheduled flight. At 3:00 a.m. on
October 22, 2008, the group gathered
for breakfast, then boarded four buses
that took them to Eppley Airport for
their chartered flight. Upon arrival at
Dulles Airport in Washington, D.C.,
they were given a ceremonial
welcome, including fire trucks that
sprayed a tribute of water arches
over their plane. Many dignitaries,
including former U.S. Senator and
WWII veteran Bob Dole, were there
to greet the red-clad Nebraskans.
All of the veterans and attendants
wore special Honor Flight shirts.

Their first stop was the WWII
Memorial. After spending a couple
of hours viewing the memorial, the
group took a bus tour of Washington,
D.C., passing the Capitol, White
House, J. Edgar Hoover FBI Building

NDOR’s Kelly Sieb Shares WWII

Heartland Honor Flight Experience

Photo by Kelly Sieb
Sunny skies provide a backdrop for Nebraska’s
monument at the World War II Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. (cont’d. on page 7)
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and other iconic sites. They saw the
Korean and Vietnam War Memorials.
The bus stopped at the Iwo Jima
Memorial and Arlington National
Cemetery, where they witnessed the
changing of the guard and wreath-
laying ceremonies at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. 

After they returned, Sieb edited
material from his interviews with
Doyle, wrote the script, voiced it and
pieced it together. He also selected
and edited the music and sound
effects. Another KLIN employee, John
Bishop, helped with the effort. The
end result was a 7½-minute feature.
KLIN played the feature a couple of
times in November 2008 and placed it
on the radio station’s website. Click
here to listen to the interview.

Not long after it aired, Sieb received
a phone call from the station’s
program director and news director,
telling him they were submitting the
feature for possible recognition by the
Nebraska Associated Press. In April,
Sieb was notified that his work in
writing and producing the feature on
the WWII Heartland Honor Flights
resulted in first place honors for

Public Affairs Programming by the
Nebraska AP. Sieb received a plaque
recognizing his efforts.  

Greatest Reward

Sieb said he appreciated the award,
but the experience on the Honor
Flights was his greatest reward.
“I respect these guys and I was
fortunate to be a part of this. Also,
I was able to utilize KLIN as a
conduit to generate interest and
donations so the organizers could
continue these flights.  That turned
out rather well, I think.”

An Honor Flight reunion was held
over Memorial Day weekend at the
Omaha Holiday Inn for the 1,500
veterans who participated in the
seven flights, their guests, volunteers,
guardians and media. Thirty-eight
Holocaust survivors were present as
special guests. Sieb plans to write and
produce a follow-up feature on the
reunion. ◆

NDOR employee Kelly Sieb, left, accompanied World War II veteran John R. Doyle during
the fourth Heartland Honor Flight to the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C., on
October 22, 2008.

Service Awards
Congratulations to these
dedicated individuals for their
work and continued service with
the Department of Roads. They
celebrate their service dates
in June and July.

50 Years
Jon W. Nutt, District 7

40 Years
Raymond Bandt, District 4
Rosemarie Braun, Bus. Tech. Support
Franklin Brill, Construction
James Fry, District 2
Larry Hansen, District 2
Stephen Maraman, Controller
Connie Sawyer, District 6

30 Years
Freddie Bockus, Roadway Design
Susan Busch, District 3
Patrick Bussey, District 3
Gerald Cherek, District 2
Charles Flohrs, District 1
Scott Haynes, Roadway Design
Paul Howard, District 5
Ardell Kerl, Planning & Proj. Dev.
Charles Maas, Materials & Research
Mohinder Makker, Traffic Engineering
Richard Zelensky, District 2

20 Years
Douglas Heibult, District 5
Wallace Heyen, Materials & Research
Teresa Hodge, District 2
Darcy Melbye, Operations
Judy Neemann, District 1
Edward Rinehart, District 7
Jon Starr, Bus. Tech. Support

10 Years
Jason Amack, Roadway Design
Mohammad Assadi, District 2
Robert Carnazzo, Roadway Design
William Drake, District 7
Alan Enyeart, District 6
Jeffrey Girton, District 2
Lawrence Haake, District 1
Gregory Heinzmann, Right-of-Way
George Howard, Right-of-Way
James Hunter, Right-of-Way
Thomas Lee, District 2
Chris Matthies, District 3
Kurtis Peck, District 2
Charles Risinger, District 3
Roger Sukup, District 8
Shad Thompson, District 8
David Waldschmidt, District 6
Hawood Willis, District 2
Travis Wurth, District 8

Honor Flight (cont’d.)

http://www.transportation.nebraska.gov/roadrunner/audio/honor.mp3


By Denise Wallman
Operations Division

The 2009 Operations & Maintenance Conference was
held May 5-7 in Kearney. Day one provided an opportunity
for district and division personnel to join agency directors
Beverly Neth, Department of Motor Vehicles, Col. Bryan
Tuma, Nebraska State Patrol, and John Craig, Nebraska
Department of Roads, for discussions and presentations on
current trans portation issues, challenges and a vision for
the future.

Agenda topics on day two covered a wide array of
maintenance issues, ranging from installing bird netting
underneath a bridge, to giving depositions during a legal
proceeding.  Break-out sessions in the afternoon addressed
subjects such as the 2010 regulations for engine emissions,
anti-icing/de-icing solutions, and how Spill Prevention
Containment and Counter measures (SPCC) is like “going
to the dentist.” At the evening awards banquet, Frank
Blankenau, Right-of-Way Division, was honored with the
annual District Maintenance Appre ciation Award.
Environmental awards were presented to Columbus and
Plainview maintenance yards. 

To end the conference on day three, Aaron Davis, a
member of the 1994 National Championship Nebraska
Football Team, now an accomp lished motivational speaker,
kept the humor rolling as he shared what it takes to be a
“champion” both personally and professionally. ◆

Rod Favors, NDOR Hwy. Maintenance Supervisor from Columbus,
accepts the Good Housekeeping and Illicit Discharge Prevention
Award on behalf of the Columbus maintenance facility from NDOR
Environmental Program Specialist, Belinda Fowler. 

Operations & Maintenance 

Conference Highlights Achievements

NDOR District Operations & Maintenance Managers present the 2009 District Maintenance Appreciation Award to Frank
Blankenau, Right-of-Way Division. Front row (l to r): Allen Horak-D4, Frank Blankenau-ROW. Second row: Dale Butler-D2,
John Stahl-D8, Roger Kalkwarf-D1, Larry Peterson-D7, Kevin Domogalla-D3, Chris Ford-D5. Back row: Roger Klasna -D6.

Photos by Jessica Sherwood, Operations
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By Denise Wallman
Operations Division

You couldn’t help but notice…all
those bright orange trash bags stacked
along the highway.  Sponsored by the
Nebraska Department of Roads, the
19th annual Great Nebraska Trash-Off
was held April 18-25. Approximately
2,932 Adopt-a-Highway volunteers
donned their new safety vests and
filled 2,350 orange bags with unsightly
roadside litter.   

Besides the usual beverage
containers and fast food packaging,
some of the more unusual items found
this year were a world champion
wrestling belt, an unopened package of
marshmallow peeps, a purple-haired
unicorn, and an electric razor that still
worked. One 4-H group found a wallet
with credit cards and driver’s license
still in it, along with a $20 bill. They
returned the billfold and all its
contents to the owner. He gave them
the $20, and they went out and
bought ice cream.  

Currently, 1,029 groups across the
state have adopted 1,992 miles of
highway roadsides as their own.
Thanks to these groups, and to the

District maintenance personnel who
coordinate and promote the Adopt-a-
Highway program, you and I enjoy
cleaner, nicer-looking roadsides. ◆

Great Nebraska Trash-Off 

Yields Cleaner Roadsides

Photo courtesy of Ord Education Association

Members of the Ord Education Association
clean their adopted section of Highway 11.

Photo by Jessica Sherwood, Operations

Greg Blunck accepts the Erosion
and Runoff Control Award on
behalf of NDOR’s Plainview
maintenance facility. Pictured 
l to r: Scott Brummond-Project
Manager, Greg Blunck-Highway
Maintenance Supervisor, Belinda
Fowler-Environmental Program
Specialist, Operations and Gerry
Steinauer-Game & Parks.

Operations & Maintenance Conference (cont’d.)



Each of the districts has a
District Operations Center (DOC) to
orchestrate designated activities for
their respective regions.

The DOCs (pronounced as letters)
are designed for the safe and efficient
movement of vehicles on the highway
system. They also are used as
emergency operations centers (EOC)
for natural disasters. The DOCs
support the district administration in
emergency preparedness, manage -
ment, response and recovery to
ensure continuity of operation for the
department and meet the objectives
defined in NDOR’s mission statement.  

While operations centers are
relatively new for NDOR, the function
has always been performed in each
district to some degree. Each district
operates differently, depending upon
location and population, urban or
rural. With the exception of District 2,
which operates around the clock,
DOCs are activated only when needed
and remain open around the clock
until the event or emergency is over. 

District 1 opened its operations
center in January. Located at the
Superior Street district headquarters
in Lincoln, the DOC consists of a large
operations room with four work -
stations, a situation room and the
office of Roger Kalkwarf, District 1
Operations and Maintenance Manager.  

The District 1 operations room is
equipped with four 42-inch LCD flat
screen TVs and a large 6-foot
projection screen for viewing camera
shots from any of the 13 cameras that
cover Interstate 80, Interstate 180 and

Nebraska Highway 2.
The cameras send
back live pictures,
aided by information
from 12 roadway
speed sensors. Road
crews can monitor
conditions from the
cameras and update
any of the nine
dynamic message
signs (DMS) or 50
portable dynamic
message signs (PDMS)
for the motorist and
pass along infor mation
to emergency officials.
The situation room
has a 5-foot plasma TV
screen, which can be used to view
information transferred from the
operations room. 

District 1 also has a fully-equipped
mobile unit, a van with 13 radios to
contact each county, and a satellite
dish to send information to the
control room. According to Kalkwarf,
theirs is the first district to have a
separate mobile unit that
communicates with their DOC.  

Enhanced Communication

Kalkwarf noted the District 1
Operations Center will be an asset in
the winter, with enhanced commu -
nication and mobilization. It will also
be a big help for managing traffic
during peak times, especially before
and after Husker football games.

The District 2 Operations Center
opened in 2005. Located at the district

headquarters in Omaha, this 8,000
square-foot facility is the largest of the
DOCs. According to Gary Forman,
District 2 Operations Center Manager,
their set-up is similar to District 1,
with one major difference: District 2’s
Operations Center, adjacent to the
Nebraska State Patrol’s Omaha
headquarters, operates jointly with
the State Patrol and is the only DOC
staffed at all times, either by Roads
Department employees, State Patrol
dispatchers, or both.

The DOC is equipped with eight
operator workstations – four each for
NDOR and the State Patrol. Every
work station has two computers and
four monitors. A large 13-foot by
13-foot video wall is capable of
showing up to 16 images at the same
time, projected from software onto
the large screen. Four LCD flat screen
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NDOR District Operations Centers

Districts Use High-Tech Tools 

to Monitor Traffic Conditions

Photo by Roger Kalkwarf

The District 1 Operations Center in Lincoln has an operations
room equipped with four 42-inch LCD flat screen TVs and a large
6-foot projection screen for viewing camera shots of current road
conditions.

The Nebraska Department of Roads’ eight

highway districts are using high-tech equipment

to track and monitor weather and travel

conditions, providing timely information to

emergency workers and motorists. 

(cont’d. on page 11)
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TVs are available for monitoring the
weather and news. A conference room
on the second floor can project infor -
mation back to main operations room.

Forman noted that 23 cameras and
46 speed sensors set up around the
Omaha area give Roads employees the
ability to pinpoint highway trouble
spots as fast as they pop up. Sensors
relay information such as traffic
volume, speed of traffic and weather
conditions back to the center. If a
crash occurs or part of the highway is
blocked, causing traffic to slow,
sensors alert an operator at the center.
After the trouble spots are identified,
the best routes for avoiding traffic
snarls are posted on one of 17
message boards on Omaha-area roads
so drivers can changes their routes.
Roads workers respond (are on the
scene) quickly to clear debris from
the highway. 

Mobile Operations

District 3, with headquarters in
Norfolk, has mobile DOC operations,
with satellite and cell phones in
the vehicles. According to Kevin
Domogalla, District 3 Operations and
Maintenance Manager, “Since we are
a non-interstate district and more
rural, there are no big DOC operations

and limited Intelligent Transportation
Systems (ITS). District 3 is pretty
grassroots on incident management,
mostly handled at the lowest level
possible and then up the chain of
command.  Everyone is very capable
of handling incidents in their area.”

Domogalla said District 3 will be
equipped with the same new DOC
software as the other districts so they
will be able to communicate with each

other as well as program and activate
each others’ cameras during
emergencies. The district also has one
DMS, 12 PDMS and five Road and
Weather Information Systems (RWIS)
sites with still cameras placed at
strategic locations to monitor weather
and road conditions.

District 4’s Operations Center was
completed in April, according to
Allen Horak, District 4 Operations
and Maintenance Manager. The
DOC, located at the district shop
headquarters in Grand Island, is
similar to Districts 1 and 5. The district
maintenance office was remodeled,
with additional square footage for
the DOC. The DOC includes an
operations room equipped with four
workstations, projector with big
screen, four TV screens, DVD & Blue
Ray. The conference room is equipped
with table and chairs with a large
plasma TV and screen on the wall for
projecting images from the DOC
software. This room will be utilized as
the situation room and for other
needed purposes. The break room is
also equipped with a TV to project
images through the DOC software.
The DOC will be staffed during
emergency incidents.  District 4 has
six DMS, eight RWIS sites and
numerous portable message signs. 

Photos by Jay Bailey

District 2’s Operations Center in Omaha has a large 13-foot by 13-foot video wall, along with
four LCD flat screen TVs for monitoring current road conditions, weather and news.

Operating jointly with the Nebraska State Patrol, District 2’s Operations Center is equipped with
eight operator workstations – four each for NDOR and the State Patrol.

High-Tech (cont’d.)

(cont’d. on page 12)
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Fully Functional

District 5 integrated their DOC into
the new building plans when the
district headquarters was moved
from Bridgeport to Gering in 2007.
According to Chris Ford, District 5
Operations and Maintenance Manager,
the DOC has been fully functional
since June 2008.  

The District 5 Operations
Center has an operations
room with a small video
wall equipped with two big
screens and a projector,
plus two workstations and
space for two more.  In
addition, they have two
multi-functional conference
rooms equipped with large
screens, DVDs and
projectors. Both rooms are
electronically wired to
receive video feeds for
briefings. While the DOC
is only staffed during
incidents, both conference
rooms are utilized for other
purposes as needed.
District 5 has five DMS, 20
PDMS and 18 RWIS sites.  

Ford emphasized the
advantage of all eight
districts having the ability
to operate and monitor all
of their ITS elements –
including cameras, signs
and sensor controls – from one
operating software. He said this will
be especially helpful in managing
traffic events.

First DOC

District 6 had the first functional
DOC in the state, beginning
operations in 1999, according to Roger
Klasna, District 6 Operations and
Maintenance Manager. The 190-
square-foot conference room at district
headquarters in North Platte was
converted to an improved operations
center to support winter operations.
Over the past several years, the DOC
has received updated equipment to
complete the center in 2004.

The District 6 Operations Center is
similar to the other districts, with

workstations and a video wall. Other
equipment includes an overhead
projector and image software, a stand-
alone computer used to monitor and
track automated anti-icing systems on
I-80, and a satellite phone base station.  

District 6 has seven cameras
available with live video capability
and several RWIS sites with still
cameras. The district maintains
17 PDMS which are distributed

throughout the district. They also
have five radar trailers, one for each
district superintendent to use for work
zone safety. The North Platte I-80 and
U.S. 83 interchange has an automated
ramp closure gate system installed for
both eastbound and westbound
ramps.

Klasna noted the DOC is “event
driven.” When a significant event or
emergency occurs, the operations
center is activated to support the
district’s field personnel, and DOC
operators are available to assist
management in communicating with
district partners, operating and
monitoring ITS devices, recording
information, providing situation
awareness, dispatching employees
and other duties as needed. 

Klasna believes the DOC has been a
great asset for District 6. “We’ve seen
an improvement in our coordination,
communication and the ability to
complete our activities more
efficiently.”

Unique Characteristics

Districts 7 and 8 are smaller, rural
and not located along I-80. These
unique characteristics call for different

types of facilities, equipment
and manpower to provide
the most efficient operations
in the districts.  

District 7 has a small DOC
at their district headquarters
in McCook. The operations
center is staffed from 8 to 5,
and put into operation as
needed.  The District 7
system has 12 portable
dynamic message signs at
various locations as well as
four RWIS (511) sites that
gather information on road
and weather conditions.
Larry Peterson, District 7
Operations & Maintenance
Manager, noted the DOC
worked well for an
emergency several years ago
when a tractor-trailer truck
struck a bridge on I-80 near
Big Springs. District 7’s
Operations Center facilitated
the safe, smooth flow of

traffic along the detour route on
Highways 23 and 61.  

District 8’s Operations Center is
located at their district headquarters
in Ainsworth. According to John Stahl,
District 8 Operations & Maintenance
Manager, the center is also staffed
from 8 to 5 and put into operation as
needed. The District 8 system has six
portable dynamic message signs and
six RWIS (511) sites.

The statewide system of DOCs was
designed to enhance communication
between the districts, headquarters,
other agencies and to the public. With
this capability, the DOCs will continue
to utilize the latest in technology to
accomplish NDOR’s main goal of
moving people and goods as safely
and efficiently as possible. ◆

Photos by Jay Bailey

The District 4 Operations Center in Grand Island was completed in
April and is equipped with audio and visual workstations.

High-Tech (cont’d.)
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Nebraska Department of Roads
employees were generous in their
donations during the state govern -
ment Food Bank Drive. A total of
3,609 pounds of food, personal care
items, household supplies and 137
filled backpacks, along with $7,818.61
in cash, were collected by central
headquarters divisions from April 6-17
and delivered to the Lincoln Food
Bank. That total doesn’t include the
items collected in the districts (1,2, 3,
4 and 8) which were taken to their
local food collection centers.  

Coordinators from each division
oversaw the two-week event by
keeping running totals of points
accumulated for the food donated by
each employee, and displaying the
collected items in prominent areas.
Points were given for different items,
depending upon the urgency of need.
For each 25 points accumulated by an
employee, their name went into a
drawing for donated prizes awarded
at the end of the drive. 

Rail & Public Transportation
Division led all divisions, regaining

the title by hitting over 601 percent of
their goal. Construction, which had
placed first last year, placed second
this year, reaching over 379 percent of
their goal. Rounding out the top five
divisions were Human Resources,
Materials & Research, and Business
Technology Support. Fourteen
divisions either met or exceeded the
point goal set for them.

At our invitation, Stacey Dvorak
from the Department of Adminis -
trative Services (DAS), State Personnel,
who is the coordinator for all state
agencies, was also on hand to view
our donations and say a few words.
NDOR Director John Craig presented
the gathered items on display in the
auditorium as well as the cash
donations of $7,818.61 to the Lincoln
Food Bank. Scott Young, Executive
Director, accepted the donations on
behalf of the Food Bank and thanked
NDOR employees for their generosity.
The top five division coordinators and
division heads were recognized for
their efforts. A drawing for prizes
completed the events. ◆

Annual Food Bank Drive Gets
Boost from NDOR Employees

Food Bank Drive
Coordinators

Sandra Schuelke, Director's Office 
& Hwy. Commission

Barb Engel, Roadway Design
Maria Olomi, Materials & Research
Pat Hafer, Right-of-Way
Connie Trautwein, Rail 

& Public Transportation
Agnes Masek, Construction
Kristi Delvaux & Rhonda Kalmbrunn, 

Communication
Brenda Hain, Controller
Julie Slechta, Traffic Engineering
Sandra Knippelmeyer & Diana Evans, 

Planning & Project Development
Nikki Krause & Janie Vrtiska, 

Operations
Rachelle Rhoades & Geri Waechter, 

Human Resources
Verneda Kelly, Local Projects
Twila Avey, Legal
Sherri Tucker, Bridge
Trish Sanchez, Business 
Technology Support

June Rost, Program Management
Maxine Fazel, District 1
Natalie Clark, District 2
Rod Weber, District 3
Esther Shepherd, District 4
Erin Allen, District 8

Photo by Jay Bailey

NDOR Director John Craig, right,
presents a “check” for $7,818.61
on behalf of Department of Roads
employees to Lincoln Food Bank
Executive Director Scott Young. 
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Prior to October 2008, Jeff considered
his life truly blessed. He had excellent
relationships with family and friends.
He was relatively healthy and fit. He ate
correctly, exercised to extreme, and taught
his children that diet and exercise always
prevailed. If he was to make any changes,
it would be little to none. Life seemed
good until...

Being an avid runner (an ultra athlete),
Jeff had just completed 63 miles of a
100–mile attempt in Kansas the week
prior to his life-changing event. It was early
morning when he knew something was
coming. Something he always feared might
come but chose to ignore. Something
doctors had warned him about seven years
earlier—there was an abnormality.
Something that he was genetically
predisposed to—a heart attack!

Jeff couldn’t understand how it beat him.
He assumed long distance running would
lower his only risk factor—cholesterol. His

solution was to run more often and longer
to get his numbers down and keep them
normal. What he didn’t know was that
someone in his situation needed to have
better than normal numbers.

Jeff learned that cholesterol was his
demon. Running and diet alone did not
work. From now on he needs to keep his
HDLs (good cholesterol) at or above 60.
With the help of a nutritionist and
medication, Jeff is well on his way to a
full recovery and healthier life. 

Jeff’s advice … “If you know your
numbers aren’t perfect, go to the doctor
and fix them. Tomorrow is coming, it’s
inevitable, and whether you are
there or not is up to you.”

Jeff Cumblidge - Traffic Data Collection Supervisor



NDOR Highway Workers 
Memorial Display Travels

A memorial honoring NDOR
employees who died while working
on road projects was on display
May 13-14 at the AAA Nebraska office
in Lincoln at 29th & “O” Streets.
Fifty-five construction cones, each
featuring the name and date of the
death of the Roads Department
employee and bearing a United States
flag, lined the AAA grounds adjacent
to “O” Street. 

The cones had been on display at
NDOR’s central headquarters during
National Work Zone Aware ness Week
in April and were also a part of the
Governor’s “Memorial Day Holiday
Safe Travel” news conference held
May 20, at State Farm Insurance in
Lincoln.  

At the news conference, the display
served as a timely reminder before
the Memorial Day holiday, the start
of the summer travel season. It
occurred just prior to the “Click it or
Ticket” Mobilization, a national safety
campaign to raise awareness and
compliance in the use of seat belts

and child restraints, conducted
May 18 through May 31. This is the
fifth year the state has participated
in the campaign. Fifty-six local law
enforce ment agencies throughout the
state and the Nebraska State Patrol
added nearly 12,000 hours of
additional traffic enforcement
through the Memorial Day holiday.  

NDOR Deputy Director Monty
Fredrickson said, “With highway
construction work getting into full
swing for the next several months,
extra caution is encouraged on the
part of both drivers and highway
workers. This year, as many as 200
state highway improvement projects
could be active across the state. Work
zones are essential to building safer,
smoother, improved roads for our
state. Seat belts and driver awareness
are also essential to highway safety.”

The work zone cones feature a
name for every individual who, since
1943, lost their life while working on
the highways for the Nebraska
Depart ment of Roads. No NDOR

employee has been killed while
working in a highway improve ment
work zone since 1999.

The year of death is included on
the sleeves that slip over the top of
each of the 55 cones. These cones
have traveled to each district for their
Recognition and Safety Stand Down
Day events. AAA also hopes to take
the display to other cities across the
state to remind motorists of the
importance of driving safely through
roadway construction work zone
areas.

Together, motorists and workers
have made a great difference over
the past 10 years. The Director’s office,
the Governor’s office and other state
agencies who work together to
maintain safe highways throughout
Nebraska, credit driver awareness,
better and increased traffic control,
greater enforcement activity and
speedy emergency response. It is
hoped by everyone that zero deaths
and reduced motor vehicle and work
zone crashes will continue. ◆

Photo courtesy of AAA Nebraska

Fifty-five construction cones
were on display May 13-14 at
the AAA Nebraska office in
Lincoln, honoring the NDOR
employees who died while
working on road projects.
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Location
Work Description
Prime Contractor
Project Manager
Contract Bid Amount

District 1
Hickman Southeast
Gr, ConPav, Br, Gdrl
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Dearmont, Virgil   (402)441-7681
$653,705.60

Ulysses Northeast
Br
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Cowles, Scott   (402)443-4661
$417,560.65

Ulysses Northwest
Br
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Cowles, Scott   (402)443-4661
$517,641.10

Johnson Southeast
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Robertson, Ramsy   (402)421-1717
$652,702.76

Fillmore/Saline Co. Line East
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$2,118,191.35

Gilead East (Stimulus)
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$2,827,034.58

Beatrice West (Stimulus)
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$3,240,349.71

Blue River Bridge South of Fairbury
Br, Gdrl
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$485,666.81

US-77/US-136 North, Beatrice
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$319,987.86

In Beatrice
Br, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$2,672,359.59

Fairbury South Bridges (Stimulus)
Gr, ConPav, Br, Gdrl
Hawkins Construction Co.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$2,879,777.92

Weeping Water North & South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Constructors, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$10,894,723.90

Weeping Water Spur
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$423,415.26

Nemaha South
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$1,308,999.92

Salem West
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$2,697,286.64

Rulo Bridge
Br
Cramer & Associates, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$117,350.80

Fremont South
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$1,721,187.65

Wahoo - Fremont
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$4,358,053.17

Jct. US-77/N-109
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Elec
Constructors, Inc.
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$2,818,151.82

US-77 - 9th St., Lincoln
Gr, ConPav, Seed, Br, Gdrl
TCW Construction, Inc.
Knutson, Dewaine   (402)471-0850
$1,516,528.70

Platte River Bridges
Gr, MSE Wall, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Sign, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Knutson, Dewaine   (402)471-0850
$45,189,781.90

Mainline EB Bridge Waverly Intchg.
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Knutson, Dewaine   (402)471-0850
$6,135,087.75

Liberty Spur Bridge
Br
Wilke Contracting Corp.
Cary, Bill   (402)335-4131
$104,007.88

Tecumseh East
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Cary, Bill   (402)335-4131
$3,360,615.16

Unadilla East & West
Spec
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$888,590.93

Nebraska City Scale Building
Scale Bldg.
Hampton Enterprises, Inc.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$246,596.00

Missouri River Br., Nebraska City
ConPav, Br, Elec
Tab Holding Company, Inc., 

dba Tab Construction
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$454,020.25

Syracuse North (Stimulus)
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$4,777,516.52

I-180 - 56th St., Lincoln
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Dobson Bros. Const. Co. & 

United Contractors Inc. (JV)
Sanburn, Bob   (402)471-0850
$48,766,667.84

Greenwood - Mahoney
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$35,868,389.45

262nd St. Bridge
Gr, MSE, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Hawkins Construction Co.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$2,567,442.87

202nd St. Bridge
Gr, MSE, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Fence
Hawkins Construction Co.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$2,329,976.25

Lincoln East
Spec
Martin Resource Mgmt. Corp.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$344,271.26

162nd St. Bridge, Lincoln
Gr, MSE, Culv, Br, Gdrl
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$2,231,520.32

148th St. Bridge, Lincoln
Gr, MSE, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$2,875,439.22

Elmwood North Bridges
Br, Gdrl, Bit
Wilke Contracting Corp.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$309,348.40

Greenwood Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
Cheever Const. Co.
Murillo, Ernest   (402)471-0850
$1,455,900.00

Morse Bluff South Bridge
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Hobelman, Ryan   (402)471-0850
$892,971.81

I-80, Goehner Truck Parking
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Fence, Elec
Constructors, Inc.
Hobelman, Ryan   (402)471-0850
$605,573.94

Raymond South
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Dobson Bros. Construction Co. 
& Affiliates

Kuehn, Joseph   (402)471-0850
$4,816,393.42

Prague - Dodge County Line
Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kuehn, Joseph   (402)471-0850
$4,594,218.98

District 2
Bennington Southwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Ruff, Ryan   (402)444-6014
$578,833.62

In Fremont
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Veverka, Frank   (402)727-3292
$392,553.25

Fremont East Bypass
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 
Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign

Werner Construction, Inc.
Veverka, Frank   (402)727-3292
$26,555,563.32

Hamilton St. Viaduct, Omaha
Br
Cramer & Associates, Inc.
Baehr, Dennis   (402)595-2534
$57,178.82

20th - 16th St. Viaduct, Omaha
Br
MCC, Llc
Baehr, Dennis   (402)595-2534
$199,968.42

Harney St. - 24th St. (EB), Omaha
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Culv, Br, 
Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign

Hawkins Construction Co.
Baehr, Dennis   (402)595-2534
$14,628,136.26

US-275 East
Spec
M.E. Collins Contracting Co., Inc.
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$905,749.20

108th St. - 120th St., Omaha
LS
Lanoha Nurseries, Inc.
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$468,974.00

N-31, Blair
Spec
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Trujillo, Ray   (402)727-3292
$155,984.00

Near Papillion
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$38,478.22
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NDOR Highway Improvement Projects Currently Under Contract
Information from Trans•port SiteManager as of May 18, 2009

Key:
Aggregate - Agg
Bituminous - Bit
Bridge - Br
Building - Bldg
Concrete Pavement - ConPav
Culverts - Culv
Electrical - Elec
Grading - Gr
Guardrail - Gdrl
Landscaping - LS
Mechanically Stabilized Earth- MSE
Seeding - Seed
Speciality - Spec



N-50/Buffalo Rd.
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$11,829.81

N-50 to Bellevue
Spec
Chester Bross Construction Co./

C.B. Equipment, Inc.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$1,271,372.66

Fort St. South, Omaha
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$2,716,030.66

I-80 - Dewey St., Omaha
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$4,621,002.26

Plattsmouth - Omaha
Spec
Safety Grooving & Grinding, L.P.
Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$1,090,538.22

“L” St. Viaduct near 36th St.
Br
Chas. Vrana & Son Constr. Co.
Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$958,486.58

Bellevue West
Gr
Navarro Enterprise Constr., Inc.
Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$24,208.56

Dist. 2 - Districtwide
Spec
Tab Holding Company, Inc., 

dba Tab Construction
Fisher, Rick   (402)595-2534
$226,555.89

Plattsmouth North Viaducts
Brs
Hawkins Construction Co.
Fox, Mike   (402)595-2534
$3,083,812.28

Hooper East & West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 
Gdrl, Elec, Sign

Werner Construction, Inc.
Jacobs, Micky   (402)727-3292
$22,401,622.91

North Bend - Snyder
Seed, Gdrl, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Jacobs, Micky   (402)727-3292
$6,114,907.24

Jct. N-133 East
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Kuehner, Chris   (402)595-2534
$879,167.15

Cunningham Lake Bridges
Br
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Kuehner, Chris   (402)595-2534
$378,851.25

Melia Hill Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
Upland Construction Co
Kuehner, Chris   (402)595-2534
$2,450,000.00

So. Omaha Br., Main Br. Truss
Br
Jensen Construction Co.
Zelensky, Rich   (402)595-2534
$37,574,397.00

So. Omaha Br., Iowa Br. Approach
Br, Elec
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Zelensky, Rich   (402)595-2534
$13,204,975.78

So. Omaha Br., Iowa Hwy. Paving
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec
MFT Construction Inc.
Tsvid, Aleksandra   (402)595-2534
$2,629,468.91

So. Omaha Br., Iowa Grading
Gr, Culv, Seed, Fence, Elec, Bit
K & L Landscape & Constr., Inc.
Tsvid, Aleksandra   (402)595-2534
$3,499,546.34

So. Omaha Br. - 13th & Mo. Ave.
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, LS, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Hinchey, Maurice   (402)595-2534
$5,262,446.49

So. Omaha Br., Nebr. Br. Approach
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Hinchey, Maurice   (402)595-2534
$12,773,897.12

District 3
Willow Creek Recreation Rd.
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Vanroekel, Kirk   (402)483-5466
$6,606,703.68

Tekamah East
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Cowles, Scott   (402)443-4661
$686,848.11

Waterbury Southwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Dixon Construction Co.
Mead, Terry   (402)371-6416
$476,373.40

Lindsay South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Robertson, Ramsy   (402)421-1717
$4,232,071.59

Belden South
Seed, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$1,270,833.28

In Wayne
Spec
Sealcoat Services, Inc. 

dba SCS Construction Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$91,082.48

Winnebago East
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
M.E. Collins Contracting Co., Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$3,254,303.67

Jct. N-12/S14H & Jct. N-12/N-57
Elec
Integrated Electrical Services, Inc. 

dba Kayton Electric
Mainquist, Bill   (402)370-3470
$60,933.00

Monowi - Verdel
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$2,257,733.09

In South Sioux City
Spec
Ten Point Construction Co., Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$665,920.18

South Sioux City West
Spec
Ten Point Construction Co., Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$103,021.10

Columbus Viaduct
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Culv, Br, Elec
Cramer & Associates, Inc.
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$12,941,875.76

Humphrey North & South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$1,898,877.52

U.S.-81 to Leigh (Stimulus)
Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$3,636,218.18

Leigh - Colfax/Dodge Co. Line 
(Stimulus)

Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$2,326,024.98

Yankton Bridge
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 
Fence, Gdrl, Elec, Sign

Jensen Construction Co.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$23,903,498.78

Concord East
Br, Gdrl
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$105,447.00

Concord Southwest (Stimulus)
Gr, Culv, Bit
A & R Construction Co.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$361,799.75

E. Jct. US-20 - N-12
Spec
Martin Resource Mgmt. 

dba Monarch Oil
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$439,813.59

Norfolk - N-32 (2 Segments)
Spec
M.E. Collins Contracting Co., Inc.
Samuelson, Matthew   (402)370-3470
$379,967.91

Norfolk West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Werner Construction, Inc.
Schulz, Ron   (402)370-3474
$20,299,017.48

Elgin - US-20
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$6,365,861.91

Neligh - N-121
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$6,624,518.65

Jct. US-81/N-32, Madison
Spec
A & R Construction Co.
Lollman, Doug   (402)370-3474
$52,443.49

District 4
Gilead East & West (Stimulus)
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$1,619,701.77

7th St. - 9th St., In Hastings
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Werner Construction Co.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$709,347.54

Hastings West (Stimulus)
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Vontz Paving, Inc.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$3,599,832.60

Odessa - Kearney (WB)
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 
Gdrl, Fence, Elec

Knife River Midwest, Llc
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$11,320,248.97

Platte River - Phillips
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Vontz Paving, Inc.
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$5,397,938.95

Cairo - Boelus
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$4,186,132.20

BNSF Viaduct, York
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Elec
Constructors, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$1,261,361.00

NE/KS Line North
Spec
Interstate Improvement, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$1,699,261.98

Fairmont North
Spec
Sealcoat Services, Inc. 
dba SCS Construction Co.

Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$197,725.41

Gresham - Shelby
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$3,803,098.45

East Jct. N-92 North
Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$3,442,781.50

Waco East Bridge
Br
Cramer & Associates, Inc.
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$237,675.00

N-74 - Shelby (5 Segments)
Spec
Sealcoat Services, Inc. 
dba SCS Construction Co.

Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$382,264.00

Grand Island - Phillips
Bit
Vontz Paving, Inc.
Nordhues, Bob   (308)385-6265
$882,423.15
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Aurora - Central City
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Weber, Kirk   (308)385-6888
$8,584,360.49
Ord - Burwell
Gr, Culv, Seed, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$8,121,354.49
Middle Loup Br., Arcadia (Stimulus)
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$1,667,006.59
Grant St. - Greenwich St., 

Grand Island
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Griepenstroh, Scott   (308)385-6888
$4,495,070.38
Platte River Br., South of Kearney
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Schmidt, Larry   (308)385-6888
$299,177.00
Shelton Interchange
Spec
Ensley Electrical Services, Inc.
Schmidt, Larry   (308)385-6888
$376,575.00
Superior North & South
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$1,354,909.39
Edgar Spur (Stimulus)
Gr, Culv, Elec, Bit
Vontz Paving, Inc.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$1,735,839.29
Kearney East Bridges
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Wilke Contracting Corp.
Sell, Tim   (308)995-5397
$706,935.17

District 5
Alliance North (South Half)
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Werner Construction Co.
Frickey, Russ   (308)262-1929
$3,123,145.03

I-80 - Garden Co. Line
Spec
Dustrol, Inc.
Frickey, Russ   (308)262-1929
$1,195,866.04

Chappell - Oshkosh (Stimulus)
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Frickey, Russ   (308)262-1929
$6,773,436.78

Alliance North (North Half)
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Werner Construction Co.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$3,382,327.18

District 5 - Districtwide
Spec
Dustrol, Inc.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$331,229.26

L-7E North (Stimulus)
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$3,082,922.60

Sidney EB & WB Rest Area Rehab
Rest Area Rehab
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$683,800.00
District 5 - Districtwide
Spec
Paul Reed Constr. & Supply, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$225,344.46
Bushnell - Kimball
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$1,792,433.98
Sidney - Chappell (Stimulus)
Spec
Chester Bross Constr. Co./

C.B. Equipment, Inc.
Rhamy, Wayne   (308)436-6587
$1,340,295.65
I-80 to North of Kimball
Gr, MSE, Culv, Seed, Br
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Johnson, James   (308)436-6587
$12,243,690.00
East Kimball - Potter  (EB)
Bit
Werner Construction Co.
Jacobs, Maryanne   (308)436-6587
$2,974,263.00
Auto. Gate Closure Proj. - Rural
Elec
Mid-Plains Power Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$184,787.45

District 6
Ogallala West
Gr, Seed, Elec, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$3,086,661.01
Ogallala South
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$1,517,350.69
State Farm Road North, No. Platte
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Elec
Cement Products, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$3,576,209.38
Hershey Interchange
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$3,579,660.12
Maxwell Interchange (Stimulus)
Gr, ConPav, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$1,277,231.22
Buffalo Bill Ave. Extension
Gr, Br, Culv
Commercial Construction, Inc.
Leach, Roy   (308)535-8033
$5,965,649.02
Thedford Viaduct (Stimulus)
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Culv, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Ames Construction, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$6,954,805.22
Wallace Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
Wayne Dowhower Constr., Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,169,000.00

Thedford South
Gr, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$4,627,371.44

Darr - Overton
Spec
Safety Grooving & Grinding, L.P.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,800,668.93

Wellfleet South
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$1,316,727.84

Wallace South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$2,899,654.18

Sutherland South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$167,616.15

Cozad Interchange
Gr, MSE, ConPav, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$4,595,440.50

Monroe St. to I-80, Cozad
Gr, ConPav, Culv
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$486,731.45

Cozad South
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$386,734.99

Paxton Link
Br, Gdrl, Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$2,349,619.99

Roscoe Link
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$194,591.25

Lexington - Overton (Stimulus)
Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$6,491,623.68

Darr Interchange (Stimulus)
Br, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$1,039,544.87

Broken Bow East
Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Lewandowski, Daniel  (308)535-8031
$4,595,759.73

District 6 - Districtwide
Spec
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Lewandowski, Daniel  (308)535-8031
$389,031.50

District 7
Huntley Spur
Gr, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Kuhn, Kenton   (308)995-5397
$1,486,484.92

Colorado Line - Haigler
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Collins, Duane   (308)345-8490
$2,921,933.56

Jct. N-89 North
Bit
Werner Construction Co.
Ziebell, Roger   (308)345-8490
$2,733,527.11

District 7 - Districtwide
Group 8 Spec
Vogel Traffic Services, Inc.
Dietz, Mark   (308)995-5397
$567,782.70

Holdrege Maintenance Facility- 
Bldg. # 71406, 71407, 71408

Maintenance Facilities
Paulsen, Inc.
Dietz, Mark   (308)995-5397
$2,705,000.00

Stratton - Jct. R44B
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Doyle, Kelly   (308)345-8490
$3,628,044.61

District 8
Burwell East
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$1,789,007.01

Elkhorn River & Dry Creek Bridges
Southeast of O’Neill

Br
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$224,191.79

O’Neill Maintenance Facility
Maintenance Facility
DWB, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$1,030,718.00

Johnstown - Ainsworth
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Rau, Larry   (402)387-2471
$3,352,016.64

Niobrara River Bridge
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Rudnick, Michael   (402)387-2471
$64,800.00

District 8 - Districtwide
Spec
Vogel Traffic Services, Inc.
Gustafson, Jay   (402)376-1352
$720,419.41

Chambers Jct. North
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Knife River Midwest, Llc
Ziska, Dan   (402)336-2051
$6,898,555.05

In O’Neill
Gr, ConPav, Elec
Castle Construction, Inc.
Ziska, Dan   (402)336-2051
$2,099,919.62

Districtwide, D-3 & D-8
Spec
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Adkisson, Jason   (402)387-2471
$275,711.14
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April 22, 2009

Dear Chris Ford,

I want to take a moment and thank you again for
sending your people and equipment to Wyoming during
the April 16-18 storm. Alvin, Marcella and Ernie were
great to work with. At the end of the storm, just before
we were able to open I-80, your OshKosh/SnoGo
Rotary was the only one still running and definitely was
instrumental in allowing us to get the highway open
when we did.

The short mobilization/travel time to the site where we
needed snow removed was amazing. Hopefully we can
repay the favor sometime in the future.

Sincerely,

T.I. McGary, P.E.
District Maintenance Engineer
Wyoming Dept. of Transportation

Editor’s Note: On April 17, Chris Ford, District 5
Operations & Maintenance Manager, received a call from
Tim McGary at WDOT requesting help from NDOR as
they had five rotary snowplows broke down and I-80 was
closed from Laramie to the Nebraska border due to the
storm. Three NDOR employees worked 271/2 hours with
Wyoming personnel to get the roads open. They were:
Ernie Buhr, Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr., Marcella
Kreiling, Hwy. Maintenance Worker, and Alvin Rahmig,
Hwy. Maintenance Crew Chief, all from Gering.

April 22, 2009

Dear Warren,

You have no idea how much it meant to us to
get that ditch cleaned near Oconee. Maybe we
can be more diligent on keeping it open after
all the communication. We just want you to
know how much we appreciated everyone’s
efforts. I feel like you deserve a 21 gun salute.

Roberta Saalfeld
Columbus, NE

Editor’s Note: Warren Racely is the Hwy.
Maintenance Superintendent at District 3 in
Columbus. Rod Favors, Hwy. Maintenance
Supervisor, was in charge of this operation.

We Get Mail... 

April 6, 2009

Dear Director Craig,

I wanted to let you know how much I appreciated

the help your people provided in rescuing a

stranded motorist that almost froze to death the

evening of April 4, 2009.

I had received a phone call from a local rancher

that had come across a man that was having a

medical emergency because of being out in the

blizzard. I phoned Highway Maintenance

Superintendent Tom Renninger and asked for his

help because I knew there was no way the

ambulance crew and I could respond without the

assistance of snow plows.

Tom Renninger arranged to have crew chiefs Lex

Zimmerman, Tom Hartman and Sonny Scott run

their plows to open the highways so we could

rescue the man and transport him to advanced

medical care in North Platte. There is no doubt at

all that this man would have died if your people

had not disregarded their own safety and plowed

the highways for us that night.

I know the maintenance crews go out and work in

storms to make the highways safer for all of us,

which is greatly appreciated. However, these men

went way beyond the call of duty and should be

recognized for their heroic efforts.

Lynn Nichols
Hooker County Sheriff 

The Department of Roads receives numerous
compli mentary letters. The letters printed here
are representative of those often sent praising
the many fine and deserving employees of the
Department of Roads.

April 26, 2009
Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to commend the individual who isresponsible for clearing the ice and snow offHighway 87 between Rushville and White Clay.
I think that the driver is Todd Sager. He is always outin plenty of time to ensure that the road is clear forus to head to work. He does an excellent job andreturns if the weather gets bad again during the day.
There are a lot of people that travel that road towork. People are quick to complain when there is aproblem, but fail to acknowledge excellence. I havehad discussions with a lot of people that travel thisroad and they also are glad for the excellentmaintenance of this highway.
This winter has been bad, especially the last fewweeks. I truly appreciate the excellent job this driverhas done to ensure the safe travel to myself andothers that travel this road.
A good job is also done on Highway 20 from Gordonto Chadron and Highway 250 south of Rushville,
Keep up the good work.

Marsha Sones
Rushville, NE

Editor’s Note: Todd Sager is a Hwy, MaintenanceWorker Sr. at District 5 in Gordon.
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The skin is the
largest organ of
the body. It
covers the
internal organs
and protects
them from
injury. Skin

serves as a barrier between germs and
internal organs, and prevents the loss
of too much water and other fluids.
The skin also regulates body
temperature and helps the body get
rid of excess water and salts. Certain
cells in the skin communicate with
the brain and allow for temperature,
touch and pain sensations.  

Skin cancer is the most prevalent of
all types of cancers.  It is estimated
that more than one million Americans
develop skin cancer every year. With
the beginning of summer, more of us
are going out in the sun to work,
exercise or play. I want to remind
everyone of how important skin care
is to your overall health and how to
protect yourself from the dangers of
skin cancer.  

Prevention of skin cancer is the best
way to protect yourself. Overexposure
to ultraviolet light (sunlight or
tanning lamps) is the most
preventable risk factor for skin cancer.
You can work or have fun in the sun
but follow these simple steps to be
safe.  

First, avoid ultraviolet light by
wearing protective clothing such as
long-sleeved shirt, pants, a wide-
brimmed hat and sunglasses where
possible. Seek shade when
appropriate and remember that the
sun’s rays are the strongest between
10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  

Second, generously apply sunscreen
to all exposed skin using a Sun
Protective Factor (SPF) of at least 15
that provides broad-spectrum
protection from both ultraviolet A
(UVA) and ultraviolet B (UVB) rays.
Most people use sunscreen

improperly by not applying enough.
They apply only 25 percent to 50
percent of the recommended amount.
Sunscreen should be applied liberally
enough to all sun-exposed areas that
it forms a film when initially applied.
It takes 20 to 30 minutes for sunscreen
to be absorbed by the skin, so it
should be applied at least half an hour
before going out in the sun. Reapply
sunscreen every two hours, even on
cloudy days, and after swimming or
sweating. Use extra caution near
water, snow and sand as they reflect
the damaging rays of the sun which
can increase your chance of sunburn.

Do not forget to protect your
children from sun exposure. It is
estimated that 80 percent of sun
damage may occur before the age of
18. Skin cancer isn’t limited to older
people, either. Basal cell and
squamous cell carcinomas are
increasing fastest among people
younger than 40.

Avoid tanning beds! If you want to
look like you’ve been in the sun,
consider using a sunless self-tanning
product, but continue to use
sunscreen with it as self-tanning
lotions are not sunscreens.  

Finally, know the importance of
early skin cancer detection. You can
take responsibility for this by doing
periodic self skin examinations. Get
familiar with your skin and your own
pattern of moles, freckles and “beauty
marks.” Make sure to look at your
entire body every month or two. Do
not forget to look at areas that are
difficult to see such as skin folds, back
of neck, between your toes and soles
of feet. Watch for changes in the
number, size, shape and color of
pigmented areas. Ask a family
member to look at areas that are too
difficult for you to see yourself.
Consult your doctor promptly if any
changes are noticed. Keep your skin
healthy so it can do its part to keep
you healthier internally.

By Carol Marshall, RN

Protect Your Skin

Health & Safety

District 5 Wins

Holiday Golf Tourney
Submitted by Scott Rajewich, Hwy.
Maintenance Supt., District 5, Gering

The 2009 annual Arbor Day holiday
golf tournament between Districts 5
and 6 was held in Ogallala, with a
turnout of 26 golfers for the 18-hole
scramble. Mother Nature was
somewhat kinder this year than in
recent years. The teams were paired
and players took turns at the tee box,
trying to get the best fairway position
for their team. 

On the greens there were plenty of
conversations as to how the ball would
break, and when the ball did go into
the cup, there were “high fives” and fist
pumps. As the event came to a close
it was clear that District 5 once again
was the tournament champ. There is a
gentleman’s agreement that the losing
district pays for the trophy engraving. 

Everyone had a good time and there
were no lines between districts. New
friends were made and old friends
talked about past tournaments. Before
leaving, they shook hands and wished
all a safe ride home.

Pearson Receives

Forester’s Award
Jim Pearson, Transportation
Enhancement Administrator, was
honored with the Nebraska Forest
Service’s State Forester’s Award on
April 14. For more than 30 years,
Pearson’s work at NDOR has included
coordinating and managing the Trans -
portation Enhancement Program, the
Intelligent Transportation Systems
Program and the Scenic Byways
Program.

The Community Enhancement
Program has provided more than
$5 million to more than 600 projects
in nearly 250 communities, This
program has provided targeted grant
funding for entryway projects and
community beautification. Thousands
of trees have been planted and
sustainable landscape practices have
been implemented across the state. 



NDOR Events Calendar

— June —
National Safety Month

2 New Employee Orientation Program
Rm. 152, 5001 S. 14th (the “Hill”)
Contact DeWayne Morrow @ 476-3678

6 National Trails Day
www.americanhiking.org/NTD.aspx 

10 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

19 Bd. Public Roads Class. & Stds.
11:00 a.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

24 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

25 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

25-26 Hwy. Commission Meeting
Outstate Meeting – District 1, Nebraska City
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

— July —
4 State Holiday – Independence Day
8 RoadToasters

12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

14 New Employee Orientation Program
Rm. 152, 5001 S. 14th (the “Hill”)
Contact DeWayne Morrow @ 476-3678

17 Bd. Public Roads Class. & Stds.
9:00 a.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

22 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

24 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

30 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

— August —
2-8 National Stop on Red Week

www.stopredlightrunning.com
11 New Employee Orientation Program

Rm. 152, 5001 S. 14th (the “Hill”)
Contact DeWayne Morrow @ 476-3678

12 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

8/21-9/7 Impaired Driving National Enforcement Crackdown
www.stopimpaireddriving.org

21 Bd. Examiners for Co. Hwy. & City Street Supts.
10:00 a.m., NDOR Materials & Research Conference Rm.
Contact LeMoyne Schulz @ 479-4436

21 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

26 RoadToasters
12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm. 
Contact Linda Wilson @ 479-3887

If you would like a key event included on upcoming calendars, call the Com -
munication Office 479-4512 or e-mail linda.wilson@nebraska.gov. Information
for the August/September Roadrunner should be received by July 20.

The osprey is a large fish-eating raptor and appears
black and white in coloration. The head and chest are
white with a horizontal dark stripe running from the
eye to the back of the head. They
are sometimes mistaken for
bald eagles because of their
coloration. Ospreys are not
as large as eagles but do
have very long slender
wings, up to six feet wing
tip to wing tip. 

Ospreys catch fish in a
spectacular vertical dive into
the water. In this dive the feet are
extended just under the beak
and grasp the fish. The
feet have extra  spicules
(barbs) in addition to
talons and an opposable toe that can face
forward or backward. Ospreys also have
closable nostrils to keep water out during the
plunge into the water and a third eyelid for goggles.

These raptors are rare nesting birds in Nebraska.
Their numbers were decimated by use of the
pesticide, DDT. Since the ban on DDT, the population
has increased and one nesting location in the state
has been documented near Scottsbluff.  

The NDOR Mormon Island Wetland Bank site has
been used for the last three years by ospreys for
fishing. Several carp have been taken during
these observations. The last observation was in late
April, which is very near to the breeding season.

Ospreys quite readily use man-made nesting
platforms so plans are being made to erect such a
structure on the bank site. Hopefully, the osprey
using the site will decide it is a good nesting area.
Once again, NDOR maintenance personnel are making
this happen. During the last several years they have
been asked to perform some unusual things, and
I thank them for always cooperating under some
not so pleasant conditions.

To read more about osprey nesting in Nebraska, 
go to http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/nebland/articles/
wildlife/ospreys.asp

By Steve Duecker
Highway Environmental Biologist
Planning & Project Development

The Osprey
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Information for “All in the Family”
should be sent to the Communication
Division. Appropriate information will
be included in future Roadrunners. 
Please note: Birth announcements will be
published as long as written permission is
received by the Communication Division. This
is necessary, as NDOR is required to adhere
to privacy laws under the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).

Births
John and Linda Schulte are proud grand parents
to twin boys, William and Samuel, born April 23.
John is a Senior Auditor in Controller and Linda
is a past secretary for Roadway Design.

Congratulations to Jon and Cheryl Ogden on the
birth of their sixth grandchild, Teagan Ann, born
March 24. Jon is the ITS Manager in Operations.

Al and Mary Sand are proud grandparents to
Isabelle Black, born May 3. Al is an auditor in
Controller Division. 

Congratulations to Myron and Marlene Petr
on the birth of granddaughter Morgan Faith,
born May 25. Myron is a Hwy. Maintenance
Superintendent at District 4 in Hastings.

Weddings
Congratulations to Brittany Hergenrader and Dan
Robotham on their marriage on April 25. Dan is a
Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr., at District 1 in
Palmyra. Brittany is the daughter of Barry
Hergenrader, a Hwy. Construction Technician at
District 1 in Lincoln, and Rhonda and Dean
DeButts. Rhonda is a Hwy. Materials & Tests
Manager and Dean is a Hwy. Materials Designer,
both in Materials & Research.

Congratulations to Shelby DeButts and Veronica
Rodriquez who were married on May 11. Shelby
is the son of Dean and Rhonda DeButts. Dean
and Rhonda both work in Materials & Research.

Condolences
Sympathy to Marvin Taylor on the death of his
sister in April. Marvin is a Hwy. Bridge
Designer II in Bridge.

Communication Division sends condolences to
Christine Trueblood on the death of her father.
Christine is a Switchboard Receptionist. 

Condolences to Carrie Klock on the death of her
mother. Carrie is the Administrative Assistant at
District 6 Headquarters in North Platte. 

Condolences to Burnell and Rosella
Nieuwenhuis, Jr., on the death of his mother.
Burnell is a Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr. at
District 8 in Valentine.  

Condolences to Dustin Brown on the death of his
great-grandmother. Dustin is a Hwy. Maintenance
Worker Sr. at District 8 in Ainsworth.

Condolences to Gene and Judy Colfack on the
death of his mother-in-law. Gene is a Construc -
tion Project Manager at District 8 in O’Neill.

This ’n That
Right-of-Way welcomes back Irene Regelean
after her surgery. She is a Right-of-Way Agent II. 

Congratulations to Frank Blankenau, Property
Management Supervisor in Right-of-Way, on
receiving an award of appreciation for his support
and dedication to NDOR district maintenance
employees. Frank received this award at the
2009 Operations & Maintenance Conference in
Kearney on May 6. 

Roxanne Sullivan, Local Public Agency ROW
Coordinator, has been selected to serve as a
technical panel member on the National Highway
Institute Committee in developing a two-day
training course entitled “Introduction to Federal
Aid Right-of-Way Requirements for Local Public
Agencies.” The course will provide local public
agencies with knowledge of the federal require -
ments for acquiring property for federally-assisted
projects. 

Greg Weinert recently received the Certified
General Credential through the Nebraska Real
Property Appraisal Board. He also received the
SR/WA Designation of the International Right-of-
Way Association which reflects his commitment
to professional growth and development in the
right-of-way field. Greg is Highway Hearings
Officer in Communication. 

Congratulations to Linda Wilson who represented
RoadToasters at the Area 23C Toastmasters
Speech Contest on April 14 and received first
place honors in the Tall Tales category. Linda is a
Public Information Officer II in Communication.  

Congratulations to Alicia Rea on earning a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from UNMC in
May. Alicia is the daughter of Bob Rea, an
Assistant Materials & Research Engineer in
Materials & Research.

Megan Wiese graduated with highest distinction
from UNMC Pharmacy College in May. Megan is
the daughter of Jim and Gail Miller. Jim is a Hwy.
Materials & Tests Manager in Materials &
Research.

Eric DeJonge, grandson of Joy Mullendore,
participated on the Pound Middle School team in
the National Archery in the Schools Program
(NASP) state tournament held March 28. Eric
placed fifth, and his team placed second overall
and competed in the national tournament in May

at Louisville, Kentucky, where they placed in the
top 20 percent. They will compete in the world
competition this fall in Orlando, Florida. Eric and
teammate Jason Chau won the Saunders Archery
SACO School Shoot-Out, which gave his school
$150 to purchase archery supplies. Joy is an IT
Business Systems Analyst/Coordinator in
Controller.

Congratulations to Amanda Wilson on earning a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English from UNL in
May. Amanda is the daughter of Linda and Rex
Wilson. Linda is a Public Information Officer II in
Communication, and Rex is a Hwy. Utilities
Coordinator II in Planning & Project
Development. 

Congratulations to Karl Seamster on his
graduation in June from Eastside High School
in St. Louis, Illinois. Karl is the son of Veronica
Seamster, Mail/Material Specialist in
Communication. 

Congratulations to Bruce Sampson on his
graduation from Malcolm High School in May.
Bruce is the son of Charles and Theresa
Sampson. Theresa is a Mail/Material Specialist
in Communication.   

Congratulations to Bob Foreman on receiving
his 40-year pin from the Masonic Blue Lodge and
a past master of Liberty Lodge 300. Bob is a
Engineering Unit Supervisor in Construction.  

Tara Ondrak, daughter of Mike and Karen
Ondrak, received her Masters of Forensic
Science from Wesleyan University in May.
Mike is an IT/Business Systems Analyst in
Constructionn.

Congratulations to Jennifer Rae Zumwalt on her
graduation from Lincoln East High School in
June. Jennifer received a scholarship from the
University of Nebraska/Kearney Department of
Music where she intends to major in Elementary
and Music Education. She is the daughter of
Brad and Edith Zumwalt. Brad is a Hwy. Planning
Manager in Planning & Project Development. 

Marcus Bunde was awarded the President's
Academic Excellence Award, an award given
by middle schools throughout the country to
students with a GPA of at least 3.5 who have
received a score in or above the 85th percentile
on a nationally recognized standardized test.
Hailey Bunde was selected to be part of the
Duke Talent Search, based on her academic
excellence, both in the classroom and on
standardized tests. Marcus and Hailey are the
grandchildren of John Rownd, former Project
Manager in Right-of-Way. 

Whitten Hoover has qualified for the College
National Finals Rodeo to be held June 14-20 in
Casper, Wyoming. To be eligible, contestants
must place in the top three in their region after
10 qualifying rodeos. Whitten qualified by placing
3rd in bareback riding. Whitten is the son of JD
and Susan Hoover. JD is a Hwy. Maintenance
Worker Sr. and Susan is a Staff Assistant at
District 8 in Ainsworth. 
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